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Chapter 2

Authors

2.1 Sheldon Branch

Sheldon Branch CSC 131 8/27/18 An experience that gave me a sense of ac-
complishment was taking piano lessons from my second piano instructor, David
Felton. Davids teaching style was very different from that of my previous pi-
ano instructor, Tami Moates. Tami was very gentle and taught at a slow pace,
whereas David taught at a rigorous pace and expected his students to put in
enough effort to keep up. Because I was used to a much slower pace, taking
lessons from David was a great challenge. I often considered looking for a new
piano instructor but there was always a part of me that enjoyed the challenge.
Eventually, I adjusted to the newer, faster pace, which allowed me to greatly
improve my piano skills. Adapting to Davids pace was very fulfilling to me and
left me with a feeling of pride. I was happy that my hard work paid off and
I could see the results first hand. This experience also taught me about the
learning environment for which I am best suited. I learn best when there is
little leeway given because I am a chronic procrastinator. My work ethic is not
as polished as I would like and I feel that a disciplined schedule would greatly
assist in improving it.

2.2 Bram Dedrick

In the winter of 2017 my mother baught a farm to board her horses. We had a
farm when I was very young, but I was never involed much because we moved
to a house in a village when I was only five. I was old enough this time to
help around the farm, the only problem was when she baught the farm there
wasn’t much of a farm to use. The piece of property had a rundown barn, a
small house, and some small wire pastures that the prievious owner used for
their horses. This place needed a lot of work and as soon as the snow began to
melt, we began to work. We had to start with he barn as my mom was currently
boarding her horses in a barn rather far from our house. The interior of the barn
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was in complete disrepair, the stalls where falling over, the tackroom was just
the smallest stall and the extirier doors were somewhere near the road. I have
always been rather handy put referbishing a project like this was something
that I had never done but was extremely eager to get to work. We started by
cleaning, because the entire barn was coated in a thick layer of dust and dirt,
which essentually just meant taking a pressurized hose and spraying down the
whole thing. We then went in and began to install new light fixtures, because
the old lights were old and decrepid. After we could see what we were doing
thanks to the help of our new lights, we began to rip down the stall walls in
disrepair and put up new walls in their place. We then began construction of
an actual tackroom and wash stall. To start, be ripped out three stalls at the
end of the building and put up more insulated walls so the tackroom would stay
at room temperature, no matter what time of year it was. In the tackroom we
made a small bathroom and a put in racks along the wall to hang the saddles and
other riding equiptment. After the tackroom was complete we lined one of the
remaining stalls with metal siding and added an additional drain to the center
of the floor. This was intended to be for washing so we also put in a hanging
hose opperation used to spray down the horses when they came in dirty. All of
the big projects were then complete with the instalation of thw wash stall, and
with a few more small tasks we has had a very nice and referbished little barb.
Outside of the barn there was still plenty of work to be done. First we had to
rip out the old wire padocks that the prievious owner used and we began to
look at what we wanted to have in its place. We settled on hiring a company
from kentuck to come up and install nearly a mile of Kentucky Four Board fence
post, all painted black. We also hired a more local conteactor to build a small
run-in, a three sided building with a sloped roof, to give the horses a place to go
should the weather change in a instant. When both of those tasks were going on
outside, I began my work in the small house, referbishing it because my sister
was planning on moving in with her the fiance. I began by ripping up the old
carpet, to reveal nice hardwood floors, just in need of some light maintanence. 1
then turned my attention to the bathrooms and kitchen where I ripped out the
old cabinets and fixtures. To unify the house we decided to paint the entirety
of the house in an off-white, so I began the process of laying down coat upon
coat of primer in an attempt to cover the poor paintjob in very ribrant colors.
In an effort not to get any paint anywhere we didn’t want it I began to tarp and
tape off numerous areas. The paint was aplyed, most places took only two coat
but some of the more obnoxiously colored rooms to many more. New cabinets,
new fixures, new appliances began to emass in the garauge as we painted just
waiting to be installed. I didn’t know much about electrical or plumbing work
before this project, but I got plenty of practice installing sinks, faucets, toilets
and a medly of lighting apparatouses. When all had been installed and I took
a step back to look at the work I had done that summer I realized I learned a
host of new things, just by doing it.



2.3. TONY FERENZI 7

2.3 Tony Ferenzi

During all four of my high school years I was a part of the Marist marching
band, specifically a percussionist. It wasn’t entirely a marching band as we
would switch to an orchestra during the winter and spring after the football
season was over. | played the bass drum during the marching season and that
is the biggest drum on the field that is attached to a harness, if you didnt
know what a bass drum is. Our band director was probably one of the most
unique individuals I ever knew. He could be your worst nightmare and your best
friend all in one day. He is really a nice guy, but teenagers will be teenagers
and sometimes he has to yell or make us run laps on the track to keep us in
order. My band director actually had multiple ways of teaching and practicing.
Not onlydid we practice everyday, but he would make the band do the same
formation over and over again until we could do it in our sleep. The most iconic
phrase that anyone in the band will tell you after running a formation is the
‘go back and do it again’ that he would tell us for the twelfth time that day.
He would also give us weekly homework assignments to complete, scheduled
sectionals every week, and the monthly three hour practice videos we had to
complete for a grade so our band director knew we were practicing at home.
It may not have been a popular or fun way of learning or practicing, but it
definitely got the job done and made us one of the most popular bands in the
area.

2.4 William Golden

I have had a wide variety of learning experiences outside of high school class-
rooms. My biggest learning experience took place between the summer of 2016
and summer 2018. Shortly after graduating high school in Des Moines, Iowa, 1
signed up to become a missionary for a religious group in South Korea. The re-
quirements for becoming a missionary were that I must speak proficient Korean
and must know and teach many church doctrines fluently. My training began
in Provo, Utah, in an institute called the Mlssionary Training Center (MTC).
I spent a vigorous 9 weeks there studying both the Korean language and the
sprictures. My schedule was similar throughout the 9 weeks; 6:30am wake up,
8:00am study personally, 9:00am study with teachers, 12:00 pm lunch, 1:00 pm
personal study, 2:00 pm study with teacher, 5:00 pm dinner, 6:00 pm practice
teach, 8:00 pm study, 9:00pm go to dorms and prepare for bed, 10:30 pm lights
out. There as little to no recreational/free-time, but I really felt I learned a
lot there because they repeatedly forces me to study in several different ways
each day, then practice what I have learned immediately afterwards. After 9
weeks of being in the MTC, I was shipped off to Korea to begin proselytizing
in the Korean language to the Korean people. I was still following a very strict
schedule of scripture/language study in the morning, lunch, then from noon to
9pm I was outside or in a church applying what I learned that morning though
forms of teaching and presenting. Quickly learning material then applying it
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immediately afterwards was an exteremely difficult yet rewarding process. I was
able to master the language of Korean and become a scriptural scholar in less
than 2 years. However, it was an everyday struggle of speaking and teaching.
I made countless mistakes and had to push myself past what I thought I was
capable of In the end I was able to grow and learn a lot.

2.5 Yuan Hong

To first think of studying outside the school, I studied calligraphy. Chinese
calligraph art began in the stage of the beginning of the Chinese characters.
And it is a tradition still toda, that people still write calligraphy for festivals and
families. Calligraphy is a interesting field of studying, to just study calligraphy
is easy to do, but in fact, the learning of doing good at calligraphy needs a long
time of practice. It is very difficult to make the level of calligraphy reach a
certain height. To be good at this type of art, there are six types of difficulties
I need to solve: difficulty of using the pen, difficulty in the structure, difficulty
in the ink method, difficulty in the chapter, difficulty in the mood, and at last,
difficulty in the unity. After accomplishing the basics of this art, I was told by
my teacher that I need to imitate how these great calligrapher wrote before. At
first, even imitating was hard for me, I could barely imitate these calligrapher’s
styles. There are many trails and errors and I have to stand at a table for
hours everyday, and I feel pain from my legs and shoulder, it was a tough time.
However, from that time on, I learned how to do something quietly for a long
time, even though it was boring, I could endure this boredness and complete
the work. Once I got better after years of practice, I can finally move on, to do
things by my own styles, but not imitating other people’s work. It was a totaly
different experience, I have to think of different styles and words to writing, and
to be better from my friends who studied calligraphy with me. After that, every
Chinese Spring Festival, I write calligraph arts for my family and my friends,
and they all liked them a lot. It was a good piece of memory.

2.6 Easton Jensen

A little bit about me.

I have come to experience and learn from family friends. for this story they
are mormon while I happen to be catholic. However I went to church with
them for the last half of my junior year. After church I would go to their house
for lunch. I learned a lot from them by just being near them in church and
also going to their house to eat and mess around. They taught me not to look
through a window and see how they live. It showed me to not judge people
on their religion or how they live day by day. Another person I look up to
is my football coach. He has taught me the importance of relationships and
brotherhoods. My best friends are all on my football team, even though with a
small school all my friends played on every sports team, and they have shown
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me that people need to be in your life so u can pick people up when they are
down because they will do the same for you. One story happened in my senior
when a fellow senior tore his achilles and spent the whole season not being able
to play. He sat out all camp and had to watch on the sidelines. That year we
all came together as a family and performed for him. We took it into playoffs
but ended up losing in the semifinals. That year however we all played for one
reason and I want to continue that with this school and people I see around
campus.

2.7 Rodrigo Martinez

Rodrigo Martinez Beauty and Joy of Computing 8/27/18

Throughout my academic years I had various types of learning experiences.
One example is when I took orchestra in high school. The way of learning was
very different compared to your traditional classes in which can include some
reading, writing, etc. I played the violin at the time and was taught how to play
and read notes. You only begin to actually learn how orchestra works when you
begin to play the instrument. Eventually as time passed I became invested into
the world of computer science. I decided to take an after school class on coding
to understand how it works. From experience, in order to learn and understand
how coding works you will need to do it Hands-on. Reading a book on coding
will not help as much. It is more of a learn from your mistakes method type of
learning. I wanted to understand more of coding so I began to learn by myself
by looking for sources that help how to code such as w3schools.com and videos.
I implemented the things that I learned into a small video game project that I
am creating. This helped me even more to understand how coding can be used
and how it works. Going through the task of figuring out what causes the script
to fail is what brings the learning process together. It helps validate what can
work and what you should remember in coding. Even if it means memorizing
to put a simple bracket in one of the lines of the script. In my experience, the
best way to actually learn from something is by fixing the mistakes made along
the way. I dealt with this in my orchestra class as well as my computer science
classes I took. Yes, there may be alternatives to learn these things but learning
it this way will improve yourself academically/socially/etc.

2.8 Matt Morrical
2.9 Ella Nelson

0;256;0cIn sixth grade, I joined competitive math, easily the most nerdy thing
I could say about myself. Then again, it was even more nerdy when I started
winning all the time. My Junior year, I made a small computer game mostly
for my own enjoyment, but my librarian convinced me I should submit it to a
contest. I won somehow and ended up with a thousand dollar grant and a trip
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to DC. In high school I also participated in science fair three out of four years
and continued my math team victories. Then one day I decided I wanted to go
to college and now this is the one I'm going to.

2.10 Koichi Okazaki

Koichi Okazaki

CSC 131 Writing Assignment

Speaking of my athletic experience, I used to play soft tennis -which is
one kind of tennis originated in Japan and popular among Asian countries-
for three years in my junior high school. Usually in japan we have a sports
camp which is held by the school in each summer, and every athletic clubs
participates the camp for about 1 week. These camps are aimed to reinforce
skills such as teamwork, technique, physical strength and mental strength. Thus,
the practice during the camp tend to be harsh, since we have to practice for
long time (about 9 hours) in the very high temperature environment. The
content, of the practice starts form the fundamental training such as running,
and it gets to be more advanced training and eventually we do some matches.
According to the result of the daily match coach decides the regular members of
the team. Therefore, the mental stress for students will be large. However, since
we really concentrated on our spots for a week and did hard work with basic
practice and by having the chance to apply it. I felt my technique, physical,
and mental strength improved steeply than practicing for one week in usual way,
and overcoming the difficulty with my teammates brought me the improvement
of coordination.

2.11 Jakob Orel

My past learning has been shaped by my teachers and my interests. I have
participated in multiple online courses, athletic teams, band, and academic
team. In my online courses, I learned independently about psychology and
the foundations of information technology. The classes required discussion on
an online forum with other classmates and daily reflections or quizzes. These
quizzes or applied concepts would relate back to the ideas in the textbook.
Being a member of the cross country team in high school allowed me to learn
more about myself and my limits. I worked closely with the coach and was
motivated to train and lift weights outside of mandatory practice. Participating
in band allowed me to develop as a leader and hone my skills. Playing trumpet
in the highly ranked jazz band required me to practice and learn the instrument
on my own. I had to listen to other musicians to further develop my previous
skills. T was able to change the style I play trumpet in order to achieve a better
sound while still using the scales I had previously known. As a member of the
academic team in high school, T had to attend practices to learn the material.
Success in the quiz bowls required all members to have a basic knowledge of
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most topics. My band teacher, science teacher, and my coach have influenced
me to learn in a way I can build on my past knowledge or skills in order to
become a better person.

2.12 Marcellus Parks

Marcellus Parks 8/28/2018 CSC131 My most successful learnning expiriences
have been where I have been immersed in an environment. I have been to many
football camps and coaches clinics. These taught me the successful concepts and
strategies of the game. most of thesesthings are useless until I know completely
how to use them. Its trial and error way of learning helps one pick up things up
quickly. It constantly test your knowledge and reactions. I am also an amaeteur
musician. I like to teaching myself to play the guitar, and piano. It constantly
causes me to use my prior knowledge of chords and melodies to create some new
songs. I used to be a part of a band, playing the clarinet. Learning music was a
little more difficult then, because I did not have the luxury of being able to fail
and try again all the time. There were concerts and performances only a short
time after receiving new material to play. I have taken a few college courses I
do not have credit for. This was actually easier than other classes sometimes.
They allowed me to learn in the way that best suited me and gave me pleny of
time to do it. The class was over an entire school year and not just a semester
like in college. Even after the seemingly easy learning the class still sent me into
a workshop where I had to use the knowledge that I had just gained to make
something on a CNC machine, 3D printer, etc.

2.13 Lydia Sanchez

Even though I did not know this at the time, but Girl Scouts would really
change my life. When I joined in second grade I thought this would be just a
fun activity to do. What I did not know was that I would still be a Girl Scout
until the end of my senior year in high school. Our leaders recently revealed
that they had a master plan to get us to go on a big trip at the end of our
5th grade year, when we were in second grade. They prepared us by taking us
camping and teaching us to be independent but they always did it in the most
fun way. Until one meeting our leaders brought up the idea of a big trip the
summer the summer after fifth grade to Glaicer National Park. We set off the
first of August to Glaicer. We drove up to Minneapolis and get on a one and
a half day train to Glaicer. When we got there we dropped our stuff off in our
room and explored a little before dinner. We went down to Lake McDonald,it
was right next to where we were staying,and it was a unusual lake. What made
it so unusual was that was the lake was the lake was to different temperatures
split in the middle because of the different sources of water coming into the lake,
one warm from a river and one cold from the glacier. The next days were filled
hikes, huckelberry products, jammer buses and a little community service, but
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the best thing was the snowball fight we had on the logan pass. We went up the
mountain to logan pass and it was sunny and about 60 degrees but there was
snow on the ground. We hiked a little and then on way back we had a snowball
fight, this is so memorable because how many people can say that they have a
snowball fight in August. This trip was the first of many as later on we went
to the Boundary Waters, the Black Hills and many other small camping trips.
Girl Scouts has taught me many things like leadership, independence and a love
of travel. Girl Scouts has taught me changed me so much I would not be here
without it.

2.14 Tiff Serra-Pichardo

During ninth grade I attended a trade school the second half of the school
day. During my time at this trade school I studied electronis engineering and
nanofabrication. This class gave me my first experience working with circuits
and general engineering. I was able to practice my soldering skills and work at
creating simple small electronics. The class allowed me to explore my interest in
electronics engineering. It gave me the opportunity to create a life long passion
for creating electronics and soldering.

2.15 Austin Stala

2.16 Nicole Trenholm

Growing up I was never the biggest follower of music. I enjoyed listening to it
but I never made a habit of listening to it. That was until I started high school.
I started listening to more and more music and now I really enjoy finding new
songs and artists. That being said I am in no sense musically inclined. The
only instrument I have ever played was the recorder which I did not exactly
excel in. Sports was always more of a focus for me. All my life I have been
playing soccer and I am now fortunate enough to be playing it here at Cornell.
Throughout my life I have gone to many camps and tournaments through soccer,
either with my school team or with my travel team. It always acted as an
escape for me and allowed me to express myslef while also learning new life
skills. The sport has taught me about teamwork, leadership, accountability,
and persistence. Through soccer I also participated in strengthening activites
that included lifting weights and agility drills. These helped me better prepare
for the soccer season as well as learn more about the body and how I can keep
myslef in the best shape possible.

With soccer being such a big part of my life, it is where I met some of the
most influential people. One being my middle school soccer coah who was also
my teacher in eighth grade. He helped me improve myself on and off the field.
I learned lessons from him that gave me a new perspective in life. From him I
began to understand that I needed to have condifedence in myslef because that
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only opinion of you that matters is your own. Participating in a team with him
being the coach I grew so much as a person and I gained many skills that I use
both on the field and in the classroom.

Soccer has also given me many opportunities to help others and meet new
people. In one way being that I was able to become a referee for youth soccer
teams and act as a mentor for the kids that wanted to learn more about the
sport and how to play it. I also had chances to participate in volunteer work
with my team. We took part in activites such as helping out at soup kitchens,
collecting money and toys for children in need, and showing appreciation to the
leaders of our community such as the firefighters and police officers. Through
these activites I learned how to better myself as well as how to better the area
around me with the help of others.

One of the most memorable activites we did is when as a team we par-
ticipated in random acts of kindness wewk. This was a time when we, as an
organiziation, got together and thought of small tasks that we could do to better
at least one persons week. We did small acts such as complimenting strangers
or helping someone carry their groceries. There was also larger activites we did
such as going to a local soup kitchen and interacting with the people there and
learning about there stories and experience. This gave me a new appreciation
of my own life and all the people I am fortunate enough to have supporting
me. The team as a whole found what we did as a life changing event and so we
countinued to find new ways to help others while learning about how we can
improve ourselves.

2.17 Maddy Weaver

During my sophomore year of highschool, I created a club with my friends
called Cinema Club. One day after school, my friends and I were taqlking to our
English teacher, Mr. Mclain, who was also our class advisor. We were talking to
him about how there were so many things in the world that we didn’t know and
weren’t taught in school. Somewhere in the midst of this conversation, we had
the idea: a club were we watched movies that were important, had important
messages, and generally impacted the way we thought about different things.
At some point, we decided on the name Cinema Club and actually got this club
started. This was a huge learning experience for me not only in terms of what
it takes to start a club, but also because the content in the movies we watched
was very valuable. Some of my favorite movies we watched include Short Term
12 and The Fundamentals of Caring. Along with watching weekly movies, we
also attended the Beloit Internation Film Festival yearly in Wisconsin. That
experience has been so meaningful for me because we watched both local and
internation movies and got talk with many directors and actors/actresses, some
of which have starred in/directed famous Hollywood movies.
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2.18 Peter Weber

Best learning experiences One of my best experiences in learning is when I went
on a hiking trip during the summer of 2015. I went with my boy scout troop to
New Mexico for a ten day backpacking trip. The trip was fun but very hard and
we had very little time to do anything other than hiking or sleeping. Two years
later, in 2017 we went again and this time we were better prepared for what
we would face. We got up earlier in the morning and had practiced packing
and unpacking so we did not waste time in the morning or afternoon setting
up or taking down our camp. Because we were so much more efficient with our
time, we had plenty of it left over to get extra rest or have fun. Because we
spent less time working during the day, we also had more energy when we were
done hiking. The extra energy would go into whatever we wanted or would be
saved for the next day of hiking. The second trip was much more enjoyable and
was much easier to do than the first one. The thing that made the difference is
that we were much more prepared for the second trip. This taught me that if
you are ready for it, you can face anything. Another thing that taught me this
lesson is when I went camping in the winter. We slept outside on a night where
the temperature was -20f and the windchill was -40. We were able to survive,
and actually be comfortable, because we had what we needed to stay warm.
This also taught me that whatever you are going to face, weather it is camping
outside in the cold or going to a new school, it can be easy if you are prepared
for what is going to come.
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