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Looking at Black Inequality in Film: An Infographic

April 03, 2014

2013 was a landmark year in Black film with such box office smashes as The Best Man Holiday and Lee Daniel’s The Butler and critical darlings
like 12 Years A Slave and Fruitvale Station making a significant mark on mainstream culture. After a decade in which black cinema has been limited
to just a few established filmmakers, there appears to be real momentum in Hollywood towards encouraging new and daring voices in Black film, as
epitomized by 12 Years a Slave’s Academy Award for Best Picture last month. 

However, this is not the first time that audiences have embraced a variety of diverse and accomplished Black films, only for Hollywood studios to turn
their attention back to more mainstream fare. In an attempt to place this current renaissance in Black Hollywood in a greater historical context, the
New York Film Academy has put together a comprehensive infographic to detail 100 years of Black cinema while looking at more recent data to see
how Black filmmakers and performers have been represented and employed over the past six years. 

In defining "Black Film," we are referring to films in which the story centers around lead characters who are of African descent. By putting together this
infographic on the state of Black inequality in Hollywood, our goal is to present a series of talking points to initiate a discussion on the role of African
Americans in Hollywood and what performers, filmmakers, and audience members can do to promote real equality in Hollywood.
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Ella Maria LeBlanc •  4 months ago

Very informative
  6  

• Reply •

Steve Benassi •  4 months ago

No Jewish category shown, why?

Jews dominate (are vastly over represented) in Hollywood. Wikipedia any movie, and count how many Jews are in leading roles, or
management, effects, music.

Jews are about 2% of US population, and about 0.2% of world population, but dominate US Media, Hollywood, Congress (11% of
Senate), and Foreign Policy (AIPAC), and 11% of Billionaires world wide..

  5  

• Reply •

troy williams •  4 months ago

black buying power is 1.1 trillion dollars not billion. see http://www.insightnews.com/new...

1.1 billion is less than haiti and thats the poorest country on earth. please check and recheck your facts before you post them.

black filmmakers have to make films that general audiances what to see, i'm black and i don't want to see movies about slavery or
oppression.

  3  

• Reply •

Michael Johnson  •  4 months ago troy williams

That's a "comma" after the 1 and not a decimal point so the graphic does show buying power as over a Trillion dollars
($1,038 B is the same as $1.038T).

Concur with your point about cross-over appeal for Black films. I am not going to see any crappy movie just because
they're made by Black film makers. Case in point; I think all of Tyler Perry's films and sitcoms stink! When I see name on
anything or hear of another one of his squeaky-voiced Madea movies coming out I run the other way! Not to mention his
sitcom "House of Pain". I sure wish he could get some fresh-thinking and creative people to help him come up with
something innovative and not have to keep recycling the same old story lines over and over again.

On the other hand, you mention that you don't want to see slavery movies. I disagree since I think that the story needs to be
told and who better to tell that story than a Black film maker? I thought that 12 Years a Slave was well written and definitely
had cross-over appeal. It wasn't because it was a "Black Movie" it's because it was an entertaining, informative movie.

  3  

• Reply •

Deborah Shariff  •  4 months ago Michael Johnson

Michael I agree on all your points, however I believe that what black folks are tired of (Slavery movies) is always
having some white person saving us. For example when I attended film school I produced a period film on the
friendly relationships between Africans and Native Americans during the 1700's and how they formed Maroon
Settlements in the Blue Mountains of North Carolina away from their white enemies. Trust me there were no White
heroes. It was the Blacks and Natives who were the heroes and sheroes. That’s what folks are interested in, just my
humble opinion; Even at the end of 12 years a slave, the main character hugged a white man for saving him from
slavery………! I'm tired of it, and I'm sure many black folks are tired of it too!
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• Reply •

Larry  •  3 months ago Deborah Shariff

That film about Africans and Native Americans sounds interesting.
  

Quick •  4 months ago

Very informative! Sharing on my blog -
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