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2013 was a landmark year in Black film with such box office smashes as The Best Man Holiday and Lee Daniel’s The Butler and critical darlings
like 12 Years A Slave and Fruitvale Station making a significant mark on mainstream culture. After a decade in which black cinema has been limited
to just a few established filmmakers, there appears to be real momentum in Hollywood towards encouraging new and daring voices in Black film, as
epitomized by 12 Years a Slave’s Academy Award for Best Picture last month.

However, this is not the first time that audiences have embraced a variety of diverse and accomplished Black films, only for Hollywood studios to turn
their attention back to more mainstream fare. In an attempt to place this current renaissance in Black Hollywood in a greater historical context, the
New York Film Academy has put together a comprehensive infographic to detail 100 years of Black cinema while looking at more recent data to see
how Black filmmakers and performers have been represented and employed over the past six years.

In defining "Black Film," we are referring to films in which the story centers around lead characters who are of African descent. By putting together this

infographic on the state of Black inequality in Hollywood, our goal is to present a series of talking points to initiate a discussion on the role of African
Americans in Hollywood and what performers, filmmakers, and audience members can do to promote real equality in Hollywood.
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FILM ACADEMY PLRESENTS

BLACK INEQUALITY IN FILM

While 2013 was not a ‘breakthrough’ year for African-American filmmakers, it was undoubtedly a monumental one.
However, Hollywood has gone through such periods before, with a substantial disparity between how Black performers and
filmmakers are portrayed and employed still remaining firmly in place. As producer Will Packer says,

It is imperative that the next generation of young black filmmakers

realize that their power is in their unique perspectives, unique skill

sets and unique stories. Standing out is a good thing in Hollywood.

This infographic highlights the advances made by Black filmmakers over the past century and the obstacles that

still exist in 2014,

REPRESENTATION ON FILM
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In the top 500 grossing films from 2007-2012,
12.4% of speaking characters
were portrayed by Black actors vs.
75.8% of White characters

40%

40% of the top 100 grossing films from 2012
showed Black characters as less than 5% of the
speaking cast while only 9% of films showed
Black characters as 12-14.9% of the speaking cast

MALE DOMESTICATED ROLES IN 2012 FILMS BY RACE/ ETHNICITY
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26.7% of Black actors are portrayed as caregivers and 43.3% as partners in a
committed relationship, the least of any racial group

0% 866
B1% 52.6% e’
70% of the top 100 grossing When a non-Black director is Of the approximately 866
films in 2012 behind the camera, films in the Criterion
featured Black characters on only 9.9% of on-screen Collection, only 5 feature
screen at arate speaking characters Black directors
below that of the U.S, census, are Black compared to
which is 13.1% 52.6% when a Black director
isin charge
BLACK SEXUALITY ON SCREEN IN 2012 FILMS
32.8%
41.1%
31.8%
15.1%
2.3%
39.9%
30.5%
Nudity 15.7%

Black characters are twice as likely to wear sexy attire or show nudity as Asian characters, but not

as likely as White or Hispanic characters

TIMELINE

William D. Foster forms the
Foster Photoplay Company, the
first indepencient
African-American film company.

The era of ‘race films'—movies
made for African-American
audiences featuring all Black
casts—begins with the
formation of the Ebony Film
Company, resulting in the
creation of roughly 500 films.
Most companies and films were
created by White filmmakers.

Oscar Micheaux creates The
Micheaux Book & Film Company,
going on to direct forty films
aimed at an African-American
audience that served to
counter the stereatypes
propagated by Hollywood
during the era of ‘talkies
along with other filmmakers
like Spencer Williams and
William Alexander.

While race films proved popular
and lucrative, they are primarlly
shown in segregated theaters n
the south and Black
neighborhoods in the north,

Paul Robeson rises to
prominence through the film The
Emperor Jones and goes on to
be one of the first Black actors to
play serious roles until his
passport was revoked in
1950 through the efforts of
Senator Joseph McCarthy
who opposed the actor's
progressive politics.

Lincoln Perry, better known by

his stage name Stepin Fetchit,

breaks through with the film /n

0id Kentucky, going on to

become the first major Black
movie star, typically playing
characters that reinforced
Black stereotypes as heing
lazy and subordinate.

| As Hollywood studios begin to
3‘ make fiims with all Black casts,
fe=1| the independent Black cinema
L28  created through race films is
absorbed into the studio system
and disappears by 1950.

Hattie McDaniel becomes the

first African American to win an
Academy Award for her portrayal

as Mammy in Gone with
the Wind.

—i
[de -
o a

Lena Horme hecomes the
first Black performer to sign a
long-term contract with a major
Hollywood studio and

makes her debut in

Panama Hattie.

The NAACP begins meeting
with studio executives to
improve portrayals of African
Americans by decreasing the use
of stereotypes and increasing the
opportunities for African
Americans behind the camera,
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VIEWING HABITS

® 0 6

Large productions featuring
all-Black casts are embraced by
Hollywood and, in line with the Civil
Rights Movement, challenge

soctal segregation and prevailing
racial attitudes.

Sidney Poitier's career in the
60s is indicative of the changes
coming to Hollywood and he,
along with Harry Belafonte
and Dorothy Dandridge,

African Americans make up African Americans’ African Americans make up were given roles denied
13.1% of the US poputation buying power is 1% 10 other Black actors
i illi d actresses.
according to the 2012 U.S. Census $1,038 billion of North American ticket sales zli s

William Walker and the NAACP
successfully negotiale with SAG
to include & non-discrimination
clause in SAG's standard
Theatrical Agreement.

The first film released by a

major studio written and

directed by an African

American, Gordon Parks'
The Learning Tree,

is released.

@

81% of the movies seen by African Americans go to the movies
African Americans do not feature an more than zx per month
African-American cast, storyline, or

lead Black star

Melvin Van Peebles
independently finances Sweet
Sweetback’s Badasssss Song,
ushering in Blaxploitation, and
studios begin capitalizing on
this heroic yet stereotype-
reinforcing genre.

PRRR P B
$424 5 milion

In 2013, the total domestic box office for the top 5 Black films combined is less than the box office take for
the #1 grossing film of the year. However, when one accounts for each film's budget and its Return On
Investment (RO}, many of the films have a similar ROl as Cafching Fire with mostly smaller budgets.

2013
domestic box office

In tandem to Blaxploftation, a
smaller movement of
indepenclent Black filmmakers
called the LA Rebellion

emerges centered around UCLA'S
film department.

FILM BUDGET WORLDWIDE BOX OFFICE ROl -
P 3 Spike Lee's She's Gotta Have It
e Hunger Games: T e signals a new era of Black
Catching Fire $130 million $864.3 millon 664.8% e i
Lee Daniels’ The Butler  $30 million $176.6 million 588.7% "C'f,‘:n?;?;:v:l‘:mjp”"c‘;ﬂ ¥
42 $40 million $95.0 million 237.5% depictions of African
The Best Man Holiday ~ $17 million $71.6 million 421.2% Americans in studio films.
After Earth $130 million $243.8 million 187.5%
12 Years a Slave $20 million $171.6 million 858.0% Lee’s Do the Right Thing and

John Singleton’s Boyz N The
Hood (1997) bring the Black
Independent film movement to
the mainstream by showing
African Americans in more
realistic roles while also
achieving box office success.

*The budgets are of ihe production budgets and do not include marketing costs.

INFLUENTIAL BLACK FILMMAKERS
STEVE MCQUEEN DirecTor

McQueen has adeptly made the move from short films to art house
darling with the riveting trio of films Hunger, Shame, and 2013's 12
Years a Slave, for which he won an Oscar for Best Picture.

Julie Dash becomes the first
female African-American director
to have a nationally released film
with Daughters of

the Dust.

While the early 1990s saw
the rise of independant Black
cinema and new auteurs like the
Hughes Brothers, mainstream
African-American stars remain far
and few between, with Roland
Emmerich having to [obby hard for
Will Smith to be castin
Independence Day.

KASI LEMMONS DIRECTOR, ACTRESS

Lemmons emerged as a filmmaker with 1997's Eve Bayou, which was
a critical darling, and has since followed it up with films including The
Caveman’s Valentine, Talk to Me, and 2013's Black Nativity.

African Americans make up
20 percent of the movie-going
public but only 2.4 percent

of the Directors Guild of
America membership.

WILL PACKER Propucer

One of the most successful African-American producers in Hollywood with
such hits as Stomp the Yard, Obsessed, and Think Like a Man, Packer
secured a three-year first-look producing deal with Universal Pictures and is
already having a blockbuster 2014 with Ride Along and About Last Night.

While Denzel Washington and
Halle Berry make history by
earning Oscars in the Best Actor
and Best Actress categories, the
decade sees a sharp decline in the
number of Black films produced by
Hollywood,

LEE DANIELS ACTOR, PRODUCER, DIRECTOR

Having made a splash producing Monster’s Ball, Daniels became a
director of note with 2009's Precious: Based on the Novel “Push” by
Sapphire, which was nominated for a Best Picture Oscar. 2013's Lee
Daniels’ The Butler, has grossed over $175 million dollars worldwide.

GINA PRINCE-BYTHEWOOD
DIRECTOR, SCREENWRITER, PRODUCER

After receiving an Independent Spirit Award for Best First Screenplay for Love
& Basketball, Prince-Bythewood has stayed busy in film and TV, directing
The Secret Life of Bees and this year's upcoming Blackbird

A surge in Black films is seen at
the box office with mavies like
Lee Daniels’ The Butler, The
Best Man Holiday, and
Twelve Years a Slave
dominating critics' lists
and the hox office,

The momentum from last year
continues with the success of the
Tim Story-directed, Will Packer-
produced Ride Along, which has

MAIFAIMND ICC

http:/Ammw.nyfa.edu/nyfa- news/black-inequality-in-film-infog raphic.php#.U-U-CaJX-ua


http://www.nyfa.edu/img/nyfa-news/black-inequality.jpg

8/8/2014 An In-Depth Look at Black Hollywood | New York Film Academy

MALLULM U. LLL
DIRECTOR, SCREENWRITER, PRODUCER

alreadly hanked over $146 million
worldwide in addition to other
high-profile black films like

Lee has carved out his own niche within Hollywood's studio system releasing About Last Night drawing
such successful films as The Best Man, Welcome Home Roscoe Jenkins, substantial audiences to
and 2013's smash The Best Man Holiday. the theater.

Top 600 movies + Tap 600 movies

33 movies directed i 30 movies

by black directors written by

+ 2 Black woman directors a black screenwriter
33 of the top grossing 600 movies in the past 6 years were 30 of the top grossing 600 movies in
directed by a black director, and only 2 were directed by women the past 6 years were written by a Black screenwriter

Qae

According to Forbes Magazine's list of the

actresses are African American

4%
2013 | 2012 | 2011
Black directors make up only 4% In 2013, 10 of the top 100 grossing films were Black
of the Directors' Guild of America films compared to 6 in 2012 and 4 in 2011

Tyler Perry, the top grossing

highest paid actors of 2013, 5 of the top 50 grossing actors of all time are African-American director, is not included
only one, Denzel Washington, is African African-American men—Eddie Murphy, Samuel L. Jackson, in the top 50 highest-grossing directors,
American and none of the top paid Morgan Freeman, Will Smith, Denzel Washington none of whom are Black

In the early 2000s, Black actors played
15% of roles in film and TV,
but today it has fallen to 13%

FINDING SUCCESS QUTSIDE OF THE STUDIO SYSTEM

NEWARK BLACK FILM FESTIVAL: AFRICAN-AMERICAN FILM

The longest running Black film festival in the FESTIVAL RELEASING MOVEMENT:

US, NBFF turns 40 this year, and Is a leading Founded in 2011 by filnmaker Ava

platform for African-American and African DuVernay, AFFRM is a grassroots

Diaspora cinema. organization focused on distributing quality
Black independent movies across the US that
showcase the variety of Black voices in film.

CODEBLACK ENTERTAINMENT: PAN AFRICAN FILM FESTIVAL:
Founded in 2005 by African-American Co-founded by Danny Glover in 1992, PAFF
entrepreneur Jeff Clanagan, CodeBlack is the is an annual festival that takes place every
first independent, vertically integrated year in Los Angeles and showcases Black
African-American-owned studio and in 2012 films that reinforce positive images and help
partnered with Lionsgate Films to create combat negative stereotypes, showing over
CodeBlack Films. 150 new films.

LAt g

AMERICAN BLACK FILM FESTIVAL:

QOriginally called the Acapulco Black Film
Festival from its inception in 1997, the ABFF
has grown to be one of the most important
festivals for black filmmakers, having helped
launch the careers of Ryan Coogler, Emayatzy
Corinealdi, and Will Packer.

HOLLYWOOD BLACK FILM FESTIVAL:

Considered the “Black Sundance," HBFF Is a
four-day film festival held annually in LA
founded in 1998 by Tanya Kersey to highlight
the careers of emerging and established
Black filmmakers.

REPRESENTATION IN AWARDS
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93% White
76% Male 51 Governors
2% Black 1 Black President

0Of the 51 governors of

the Acaderny of Motion Picture
Arls & Sciences,

one is Black, President

Cheryl Boone-Isaacs

The Academy is
approximately 93% White,
76% male and 2% Black

2014 1990 197(

| 5 Nominations = 1 Winner
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EMERGING VOICES IN BLACK CINEMA

1/
y
.

RYAN COOGLER LENA WAITHE SHAKA KING TANYA HAMILTON

DIRECTOR, WRITER DIRECTOR, PRODUCER  DIRECTOR, WRITER, PRODUCER DIRECTOR, WRITER
Having burst into the limelight in Rising to prominence with her Making his feature film debut in Gaining notice for her short film
2013 with his Sundance Grand web series Twenties, Waithe is 2013 with the wonderfully The Killers, Hamilton landed
Jury Prize-winning film posed to make her way to film nuanced romance of on many critics' radar with
Fruitvale Station, Coogler is producing the upcoming and Newlyweeds, King has kicked 2011's Nigftt Catches Us,
next set to direct the Rocky much buzzed about Dear White off 2014 in fine style by winning earning her the 2011 Sundance
spinoff Creed. People. a $25,000 grant as part of his Grand Jury Prize.

Someone To Watch Film
Independent Spirit award.
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Ella Maria LeBlanc -
Very informative

Steve Benassi -
No Jewish category shown, why?

Jews dominate (are vastly over represented) in Hollywood. Wikipedia any movie, and count how many Jews are in leading roles, or
management, effects, music.

Jews are about 2% of US population, and about 0.2% of world population, but dominate US Media, Hollywood, Congress (11% of
Senate), and Foreign Policy (AIPAC), and 11% of Billionaires world wide..

troy williams -
black buying power is 1.1 trillion dollars not billion. see http://www.insightnews.com/new...

1.1 billion is less than haiti and thats the poorest country on earth. please check and recheck your facts before you post them.

black fimmakers have to make films that general audiances what to see, i'm black and i don't want to see movies about slavery or
oppression.

. Michael Johnson
@ That's a "comma” after the 1 and not a decimal point so the graphic does show buying power as over a Trillion dollars
($1,038 B is the same as $1.038T).

Concur with your point about cross-over appeal for Black films. | am not going to see any crappy movie just because
they're made by Black film makers. Case in point; | think all of Tyler Perry's films and sitcoms stink! When | see name on
anything or hear of another one of his squeaky-voiced Madea movies coming out | run the other way! Not to mention his
sitcom "House of Pain". | sure wish he could get some fresh-thinking and creative people to help him come up with
something innovative and not have to keep recycling the same old story lines over and over again.

On the other hand, you mention that you don't want to see slavery movies. | disagree since | think that the story needs to be
told and who better to tell that story than a Black film maker? | thought that 12 Years a Slave was well written and definitely
had cross-over appeal. It wasn't because it was a "Black Movie" it's because it was an entertaining, informative movie.

. Deborah Shariff

amm. Michael | agree on all your points, however | believe that what black folks are tired of (Slavery movies) is always
having some white person saving us. For example when | attended film school | produced a period film on the
friendly relationships between Africans and Native Americans during the 1700's and how they formed Maroon
Settlements in the Blue Mountains of North Carolina away from their white enemies. Trust me there were no White
heroes. It was the Blacks and Natives who were the heroes and sheroes. That's what folks are interested in, just my
humble opinion; Even at the end of 12 years a slave, the main character hugged a white man for saving him from
slavery......... ! I'm tired of it, and I'm sure many black folks are tired of it too!

Larry
@ That film about Africans and Native Americans sounds interesting.

. .

Quick -
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W7 Very informative! Sharing on my blog -
ol . .

ALSO ON NEW YORK FILM ACADMY WHATS THIS?
Never Waste A Second: An Interview With Diego Foyo Most Expensive Animated Movies Of All Time
— Honor a quien honor merece. Great Interview! — Toy Story 3 and Monster University.
Q&A With Michelle Potterf, Chair, Dance Dept., New York 13 Tips On Surviving In The Acting Industry
Film Academy .

— Wow! it really helps, thanks
— Hi Ekia...it's never too late to follow your
dreams. We offer summer camps for high school ...
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