EDU 215:  Educational Psychology
PART I: Classroom Observations & Connections to Theories– 75 Points Total

Opening:

Describe, in some detail, the following:
1. The physical environment of the school.  When discussing the physical environment, articulate your feelings or first impressions upon returning to a K-12 public school.
1. Describe the learning environment (for example, organization of the classroom, classroom duties, etc.).
1. Describe the overall attitudes expressed by the teacher to the students.
1. Describe the overall attitudes expressed by the students to the teacher(s). 
1. Describe how the teacher managed student behaviors (classroom management).
1. Describe the teaching methodology (lecture, group work, a combination of the two, for example) and discuss your impression of student responses to the teacher’s method.  
Be sure to provide your observational data (notes) to support your assertions.

Theories Observed (or not):

Provide examples to back up your connections and analysis of your connections as they relate to each of the theories below.  Be sure to provide an overview each theory and zero in on the part or parts of each theory you are addressing based on your observations.   If you feel you did not observe one or more of the theories, then discuss how, in your opinion, had they been implemented, the lesson or classroom environment might have been better (or not) if the teacher had considered the theoretical constructs you are writing about. Theories to be discussed as a result of your observations or not:

· Reynolds -- chapter 1: From Harmony to “Certainty”
· Reynolds – chapter 2:  Post-Modernism: Order Out of Chaos
· Alfie Kohn  -- Pop Behaviorsim
· Dweck – Growth Mindset
· Piaget’s theory  (all parts)
· Vygotsky’s theory (all parts)
· Constructivism 
· Bronfenbrenner’s Model
· Bandura’s Social Cognitive Theory
· Note 1 “thing” from 3 of the chapters from How the Brain Learns:
· How the Brain Learns (and the data that show and explain) chapters 7, 1 & 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

Be sure to provide your observational data to support your assertions and READ the rubric!





Conclusion:

· A discussion of the three most valuable “things” you learned as a result of the observation day in the schools.
· A discussion of the three most valuable “things” you learned as a result of the readings.

READ the rubric!
Be sure to provide your observational data to support your assertions and READ the rubric!
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